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Westminster Park Residents’ Association newsletter


Issue 55	  December 2012       					       www.wp-ra.org.uk 


            Follow us on Facebook and Twitter  





Subscriptions


As you can see from the enclosed payment slip it is that that time of year when we ask for your subscription. The payment covers the calendar year 2013. On behalf of the committee please take the opportunity to join by sending the form and the £2.00 subscription to any committee member or myself. Cheques should be made payable to ‘Westminster Park Residents Association’.





You will note on the payment slip there is a space for your email address. This is optional; it is so we can advise you directly of items of interest that are happening within our community. You will not be ‘bombarded’ with emails nor will your address be released to any third party.


Nick Ryan, Treasurer





Gill Williams


We would like to send our condolences to the family of our much-loved stewardess, Gill Williams, who sadly passed away on Wednesday, 7 November. Gill had run the Community Centre for the past 15 years and helped raise thousands of pounds for numerous charities during this time. She will be missed by so many members of our community.








and Allan Stobie who lead an excellent sub-committee. Other success stories relate to the clearance of the pathway that runs adjacent to Wrexham Road, and very recently the planting of 50 kilos of daffodil bulbs on Vernay Green. The Committee together with volunteer residents completed both of these exercises. Thank you.  





Other items which have taken up my time: street signs, uncut grassed areas, weeds on gutters/footpaths, inconsiderate parking, Care in the Community, the new recycling/waste collection and finally the item which is very close to my heart, the provision of a safe pedestrian crossing on the Wrexham Road at the Ash Grove bus stop. Not all fully resolved but progress being made in most instances. Should any of you have concerns about community matters on Westminster Park please contact me. We are only able to attempt to resolve your problems if we are aware the problem exists.�


On behalf of your WPRA committee, and myself I wish all residents of Westminster Park an enjoyable Christmas and prosperous 2013.


David Pilling








Chairman’s piece


You may well be relieved that my comments this month are considerably less than in our September issue. Having said that I appreciate the feedback, from many of you, who found the article informative. The CW&C Consultation Period re the Proposed Release of Green Belt for Housing Development ended on 12 November. We now wait for the Planning Officers to reflect upon the comments that they received from the interested parties, their recommendations to the Councillors and subsequent referral to the Executive. Proposals will then be issued, as I understand, showing how CW&C propose to meet the house building targets which we are told are necessary. At that time, no doubt, further meetings will be arranged.





I have been recalling the happenings of 2012. Our one huge success story has been the popularity of the Evergreen (Over 60s Club). Congratulations to Sandra Magilton                                                                                                               








Dates for your 2012/13 diary


6 December: Christmas lights


switch-on. 4.30 pm. WP shops.


13 December: Evergreens. 2 pm. 


Community Centre. 


17 January: Evergreens. 2 pm. 


	Community Centre.


24 January: Police Beat Meeting. 


7 pm. Scout Hut.


21 February: Evergreens. 2 pm.


	Community Centre.


2 March: Cheese and Wine Tasting. 


TBC. 7.30 pm,  


Community Centre.








Westminster Park Residents’ Association





Christmas Lights Switch-On 





Thursday, 6 December


at the Shops, Westminster Park


4.30 pm - for 5 pm switch-on





Join us for seasonal treats and Christmas music 











I would ask all residents to keep all shrubs, hedges and trees, which encroach onto the pavement, trimmed back. When they grow out onto the footpath it creates problems for pedestrians, mums with wheelchairs and especially blind and visually impaired people.





The AGM is being held on March 19th at the Community Centre starting at 8pm. We had arranged for the Police to be in attendance to give a report on crime in the area and to answer your questions but they have notified us that the person who was coming is not working that day! I will try to get an alternative speaker. We have also obtained a speaker who will explain the new Local Government reorganisation and it’s implications for Chester, he will also answer any points raised. There will also be a demonstration of the Forum’s CCTV camera and an explanation of when and how you can use it. I would ask all residents to attend the AGM and have an input into your local area residents association. Please bring your ideas on how the Forum can improve Westminster Park or any concerns that you may have about the area. If you have any problems or ideas and cannot attend the AGM please telephone me or write a note to me.


Finally, it is very good to see all of the shop units in use. Please use them all so that they can prosper and want to remain in Westminster Park.


See you at the AGM.


GaQWeFriAllan Stobie





 





Advent & Christmas at our local churches


St Mary’s Church


Sunday 2 December


4 pm Advent Service at the Scout Hut, Westminster Park.


Sunday 9 December


4 pm: Christingle Service with St Lucia Procession


Sunday 16 December	


6.30 pm Service of Nine Lessons & Carols


Saturday 22 December	


7.30 pm Chester Bach Singers Concert


Monday 24 December: Christmas Eve


4 pm Crib Service


11.30 pm Holy Communion


Tuesday 25 December: Christmas Day


10 am Parish Communion


11.30 am Holy Communion





Christian Family Church Cheshire


Our Christmas Carol Service is on 


23 December at Westminster Park Community Centre, at 7 – 9 pm.


Free Christmas Cake and mince pies


and Santa will be handing out free gifts to all the children.





St Clare’s Catholic Church


Wednesday 19 December: Penitential Service (contact the office for details, 671015)


Saturday 22 December: 5 pm Confession. 6 pm Vigil Mass.


Sunday 23 December: 9.30 am Mass. 11.15 am Mass.


Monday 24 December: 4 pm Christingle/Blessing of the crib. 5 pm Confession. 11.30 pm Carol Service. 12 Midnight Mass.


Tuesday, 25 December: 9.30 am Mass. 11.15 am Mass. 





Local author


Geoff Nelder has lived in Lache Hall Crescent for 34 years and for most of that was a teacher at Queen’s Park High. Now he’s an editor and author of several books. His latest is a mix between a medical and a science fiction mystery – ARIA: LEFT LUGGAGE. Suppose amnesia was infectious? Thank goodness it isn’t but imagine the ramifications if it was. Geoff did and the personal story of people, the breakdown of society and yet hope for some who coped is in ARIA. Available from Amazon and it’s also on sale in Chester’s Bluecoat Books, 1 City Wall, and Waterstones will order it if it has gone from their shelves.








Parkies triumph in the final 3 games of their Season


Westminster Park CC finished off the 2012 season on a positive note with victories in the final three friendly games.


Two runs needed from the final ball with the batsman having just arrived at the crease won a belter of a game at Cholmondeley Castle. Rob Aldridge recording his best score for the Parkies (42) set the momentum and WPCC crossed the line with two men remaining. Cholmondeley CC 183 for 5, Park 184 for 8. (40 overs).


The penultimate game was a splendid day at Eaton Hall; Park fielded first and ran through the batsman with ease, Peter ‘Gnome’ Dodd striking again to return figures of 2-1-5-3. Park reached the total set with balls, and players, to spare.


Eaton Hall 11 74 all out, Park 75 for 7.


The final game was at home against a touring team from Buckinghamshire. Chartridge CC were very merry by the time they reached Chester on the train but played well in the field, although they couldn’t stop the Parkies hitting a good total. The dark probably had some bearing on the final result but Chartridge couldn’t maintain their bright start and fell short by 19 runs.


Park 131 for 7, Chartridge CC 112 for 7.





Park have merged with fellow pitch users Chester Asians and will be looking to recruit for the New Year. We will be competing in the Cheshire Alliance league and need players for a second team who can commit to Saturdays and occasional Sundays for the Knockout cup. We are also looking for players for the T20 league and friendlies. All abilities welcome.


2013 will also be the start of our junior section - we have two fully qualified ECB UK2 level coaches and CRB checked volunteers who will form an Under-11 group, working with the local schools. Our intention is to add age groups as we gain experience and the kids grow.


Ladies are also welcome to join - there are a few women playing in the Cheshire Alliance and there are also plenty of women’s teams in the area, so if we have enough demand then there is the option to form our own.





Nets sessions start in January.





All enquiries can be emailed to � HYPERLINK "mailto:craigandkatrina@btinternet.com" ��craigandkatrina@btinternet.com� or visit our web page at westminsterpark.play-cricket.com





Lache Lane Party


As we enter the Cold Wet and Windy time of year, it is nice to look back and remember the Cold Wet and Windy time on June 3rd when Lache Lane residents got together to celebrate the Queens Jubilee. Go to the Westminster Park Residents Association Web site (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wp-ra.org.uk" \t "_blank" �www.wp-ra.org.uk�) for pictures.  


 








Bulb planting on 


Vernay Green


On Sunday morning, 21 October, several members of the Westminster Park Residents Association met up with other willing volunteers to plant daffodil bulbs on Vernay Green. Everyone worked very hard, digging, planting and chatting, in the hope that their efforts will enhance the area next spring.


 


However, I am writing this short article because last spring I was very dismayed by something I saw as I walked home from the shops past Vernay Green.


 


It was just after 3 pm when many of the schoolchildren were making their way home. Unfortunately, some of the children were running around on the grass and were pulling daffodils up by their roots and throwing them at each other. They were not collecting them to take home (which would still have been wrong), but were wilfully destroying many of the flowers that had been meant to give pleasure to everyone.


 


To make matters worse, there were parents walking along the pavement talking to each other who were either oblivious to what was happening, or were turning a blind eye! I approached the children and asked them to stop what they were doing. Some did stop, others just thought it was funny and carried on regardless.


 


For the last few years we have tried to enhance several areas around Westminster Park, especially on the green areas near to the shops, by planting daffodils and crocus. So please, if you see children misbehaving in this way, have the courage to speak to them and explain that the flowers are there for everyone’s enjoyment. Many thanks.


Olwen Bellis, WPRA








Police Beat Meeting


The next Police Beat Meeting will be held on 24 January 2013 at the Scout Hut, Manor Road, at 19.00.





Combat bike theft


To combat bike thefts Cheshire Constabulary are attempting to get residents’ bikes registered on a free database. If you have a bike of value please contact PCSO Fox via email leaving your name, address and phone number and he will arrange to visit your address. He will then take down the bike’s details and ensure this information is registered on the free database so the bike can be traced back to the owner in the event it was stolen.


Chris Fox, christopher.fox@cheshire.pnn.police.uk








The information section


Westminster Park RA Committee


Chairman: David Pilling


Tel: 680880


Vice Chairman: Brian Westcott


Tel: 675431


Secretary: Sue Britton


Tel: 677936


Treasurer: Nick Ryan


17 Vincent Drive, Chester CH4 7RQ.


Tel: 675923


Editor: Mary Pole


36 Lache Lane, Chester CH4 7LR


Tel: 674439


Email: newsletter@wp-ra.org.uk


Website Co-ordinator: Dave Craggs


Email: webmaster@wp-ra.org.uk  Tel: 682407


Committee members


Olwen Bellis		678719


Leah Dollimore		683100


Sue Eva			676697


Sandra Magilton		677373


Mark Sams		680378


Richard Short		678559


Allan Stobie		683461





Clubs & organisations based in Westminster Park


Please let the Editor know if any of the details are incorrect or if you have a club or organisation that you would like listed.


Belgrave Badminton Club: Keith, 671077


Belgrave Pre-School: Carol Welch, 671243


Bowls: Martin Fraser, 07966 334293


Bridge Club: Nick Ryan, 675923


Cricket: Craig Edwards, 07765 475095 


Croquet: Janet Davies, 350370


Friends of Westminster Park: Allan Stobie, 


	683461


Evergreen (Over 60’s Club): Sandra Magilton, 677373


Gardening Club: Mary Pole, 674439


Healthy Walking Group: Mike Lloyd, 680328


Junior Football: Tracy Sheedy, 680544 


Lache and Westminster Local History Group: Linda Shuttleworth, 679791


Mini Soccer (5-10 years): Tracy Sheedy, 


680544


National Women’s Register: 


Betty McLoughlin, 677680


Shotokan Karate Club: Dave Craggs, 


07711 009041


St Mary's Church Parish Office 671202


  	Revd Paul Dawson 675199


Tennis-Glan Aber Tennis Club: 


Sue Britton, 677936


Westminster Park Community Assoc: 


	671243





SCOUTING:


Group Scout Leader: Sue Jones, 675538


Beavers (Wednesday): Jane Shorthall, 682136


Cubs (Monday): George Coward, 679259


Cubs (Thursday): Christine Owens, 676691


Scouts (Friday): Terry Coe, 676734


Explorer Scouts (Tuesday): Simon Ashton, 


0151 339 4759


Network: Kath Kitchen, 379031





GUIDING:


Rainbows (Monday): Pat McGettigan, 677134


Brownies (Tuesday): Jan Hooper, 674701


Guides: Contact the District Commissioner:


	Sue Fryer, 679945

















Evergreen – our Over 60s Club


Evergreen has been ‘up and running’ almost a year and we are now looking at our programme for 2013. Members will no doubt be very pleased to see that we have now booked a regular day and time at the Community Centre for our meetings – the third Thursday of the month from 2-3.30pm. 





We start the year on Thursday, January 17, with a talk from Gaynor Roberts from Chester Trading Standards, which will give us an interesting view on things to look out for when dealing with shops and traders.





In February we will be holding our first Annual General Meeting when Committee Members will be elected and memberships renewed or taken out, there will also be a quiz that day so please come along and see what new ideas we have for our club. The committee would also be very interested in your ideas for future meetings and speakers together with any social functions that might appeal to a number of people.





The rest of the year we hope will be interesting and fun with lots of opportunities to make friends and have a chat over a cup of tea or coffee.





We hope the social aspect of the club is something members look forward to and if we hear of any member not well or in hospital we will send a card. 





We have a table where books and magazines can be ‘swapped’ by members, so feel free to donate any books (or magazines) you have finished with.  We also have a notice board for members’ use.  





Membership of the club is now closed for this year; however guests may attend a meeting at a cost of £2. We advertise meetings on the notice boards outside the Butcher’s shop in Westminster Park, the board outside the Community Centre and on the Westminster Park Residents’ Association website.  





Our next and final meeting for 2012 at the Community Centre will be on Thursday, 13 December, from 2-3.30 pm where there will be mince pies to accompany the cups of tea and coffee, and the pupils of Belgrave School will sing some Christmas Carols for us. We hope to see you there.





Gardening Club


Details of the 2013 meetings will be in the March issue of forum.








 WP Community Centre


Tel: 01244 671243 (from 7.30 pm)


Email: wpca2008@yahoo.co.uk


The Members Bar is open as follows:-


7.30 pm till 11 pm, Mon to Thurs.


7.30 pm till 11.30 pm Fri 


12 pm-2 pm & 7.30 till 11.30 pm Sat


12 pm-3 pm & 7.30 pm till 11 pm Sun


The Centre has a bar, pool table, dartboard and jukebox and the main hall is available for private hire. Come along and enquire about membership.


 


Current Activities:-


Mon – Fri 9 am-12 pm Belgrave Pre-School (Term Time)


Tues	4.30 pm-7.30 pm, Ballet


Wed	6.15 pm-7.15 pm, Shotakan Karate Club


Thurs	7 pm-11 pm, Bridge Club 


Fri	6.30 pm-7.30 pm, Zumba


Sat	9 am-11.30am, Weight Watchers


Sun	10 am-12 pm, Christian Family Church


The Centre also has a Bingo Night every 3rd Friday of the month and Quiz Night the last Saturday of the month. The Community Centre can offer free hire for Charity/Fundraising nights, please call or email to discuss.  


*Please note Bingo and Quiz Night dates may vary and visitors are welcome.





Glan Aber Tennis Club


Glan Aber Tennis Club moved to its new location in Westminster Park in 2000.  Since that time the Club has achieved Clubmark status and its membership has increased from approximately 40 to over 230.  With only four courts there is now significant pressure on court availability and this is expected to worsen as liaison with local schools increases.  Consequently Glan Aber have initiated discussions with Cheshire West & Chester Council on the refurbishment of the public courts.  The public courts have deteriorated to such an extent that they can no longer be hired out and CWaC have no funding available to carry out essential maintenance.  CWaC are supportive of our proposal and recognise that with such a refurbishment the courts could only be used for tennis, as any other use will shorten the life of the surface.  The overall plan is that Glan Aber will take over responsibility for the on-going maintenance of the courts and use the Golf Shop to manage public bookings of the courts.  If approved it is anticipated that the courts will be available for tennis in Spring 2013.








The Forum Newsletter is published by the Westminster Park Residents’ Association (WPRA) with the understanding that from the information presented therein, there can be no responsibility as to the accuracy or legality of the content on the part of the WPRA. Views expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor or Committee of the WPRA.    





English & Maths Tuition





Key Stage 1 & 2 (up to age 11)


Entrance exams/ SATs/ Confidence building


Very experienced private tutor





Ring 01244 675431








Is walking a pain?


Contact


InStep Podiatry





HPC Reg Podiatrist / Chiropodist


Nails / Corns / Callus / Cracked Heels


Gait Analysis and Orthotics


Sports Injuries


Nail Surgery





1a Moorcroft Mews, High St, Saltney, Chester


Tel: 01244 671226








Save up to 50% off main dealer service & repairs without affecting your manufacturer’s warranty


SAUNDERS FOR SERVICE


All makes car servicing, repair and MOT


Services available from £69.99 inc VAT


MOT £39.99


Free collection and delivery service


Free courtesy vehicles


Free wash and vacuum





Unit 6 Ketlan Court, River Lane, Saltney, CH4 8SB


Tel: 01244 680777


www.saundersforservice.co.uk


phil@saundersforservice.co.uk





For all your photographic needs from passports and family portraits to weddings and events





Dave Williams Photography





70 Lower Bridge Street


Chester, CH1 1RU


01244 344164


� HYPERLINK "http://www.davewilliamsphotography.co.uk/" \t "_blank" �www.davewilliamsphotography.co.uk�





Computer Repairs





Completed on site with fast turn-around times.





( No call-out fee


( FREE estimates given


( FREE diagnostics provided


( No fix – no charge





Contact 01244 571270 today


07908 465450





CRE-8 Beauty


Within CRE-8 hair studio


The party season has now arrived, why not treat yourself to a fabulous treatment session to put you in the mood for a great night out!!


*party packages available


*late night appointments available


*20% off all Tuesdays


*Stocking fillers and gift vouchers for that special someone


Book now with Sian to avoid disappointment: 01244 675996





*look great-feel great-CRE-8*








Chris Page Plastering


Est. 1988


For all plastering requirements including: 


Float and skim


Plastering/Reskims


Coving/Cornice work


Dry-lining


Rendering





Tel: Westminster Park (01244) 659917 or 07754 884565





Advertise your local business or service on the Notice Board and/or in the Newsletter. It only costs £5. Delivered to 1200 households in the Westminster Park area. The next edition of the forum will be March 2013 so send your copy to the Editor by early February. 





DJE Electrician


I offer a complete domestic electrical service. Part P registered. No job too small. Why not try me, an experienced professional, for a reliable and friendly service. Call for a no obligation quote and advice:





Dom: 07905 468817


djelly@tiscali.co.uk





Christian Family Church Cheshire





Celebrating the life of Jesus Christ every Sunday morning at


Westminster Park Community Centre


10 am to 11.30 am





01244 570205


www.cfccheshire.co.uk





Email: cfccheshire@googlemail.com








D Ryan


Painter and decorator


Interior & Exterior





For a free estimate call


Westminster Park 681908


or


07816 947687





Dee Sports


Scuba Diving courses


Add a new dimension to your holiday and get an international diving qualification. Courses run regularly.





Water sport equipment


Wet suits, dry suits, life jackets, buoyancy aids, diving equipment, masks, fins, snorkels and much more. 


Check out our prices on 


www.watersportchester.co.uk


Dee Sports, 67 Brook Street,


Chester, CH1 3DZ. Tel: 01244 314204


 





Rich Fagan


Domestic & Commercial


Tree work, Hedge work, Landscaping,


Fencing, Grass Cutting





(Grounds maintenance (Landscaping


(Site clearances (Tree work (Inspections (Tree stump grinding (Tree felling (Wood chipper (Crown reduction (Fencing





NPTC qualified and fully insured. 


Age Concern registered.





01244 661555


01244 318578


07932 120278


richtreeworks@hotmail.com








Francis Thomas


Fruit Merchants


Five Ashes Road


Westminster Park


Tel: 680448


Specialists in locally grown produce





Christmas Trees





Now stocking Wessex Bread Flours and yeast


and in the New Year


Seville Bitter Oranges for marmalade





Free local delivery for trees and all orders over £15














PLUMBSTRUCT SERVICES


Chester based company providing a wide range of skills and trades.


▪ Plumbing and heating


▪ General building work


▪ Bathrooms and kitchens


▪ Joinery   ▪ Floor and wall tiling


▪ Guttering and outside drainage


▪ Decking, fencing and landscaping


▪ Loft Insulation   ▪ All aspects of property maintenance


All work insured and guaranteed


City and Guilds qualified


Totally trustworthy, references available


Please contact Russ for a free quote on any job whether large or small.


 Mobile - 07944 685260


Office - 01244 679200


E-mail 


plumbstruct-services@fsmail.net
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