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together with volunteers set about cutting back the hedgerow overhanging the walkway adjacent to the Wrexham Road. If you are aware of any such problems please let me know (680880) and I shall attempt to have the problem resolved. If it does warrant another working party we will organise this and perhaps you would be able to join us in solving this public nuisance. Remember, however, we are not able to cut back hazardous growth belonging to residents. All we can do is appeal to their community spirit.  





(The latest news regarding our local Co-op, where they are having a major refit, is that the work is to be more extensive than originally thought. It was intended that the store and Post Office would be reopened on 5 December. I am aware some of you were concerned that this would impact upon your Christmas posting. I have now been informed that they will not reopen for business until 12 December. Any of you with problems regarding your Christmas post and who do not have transport available to travel to a different Post Office, please know that you can phone me (680880) and I shall try to resolve your problem.  





Finally, the Committee joins me in wishing you and your families a wonderful Festive Season and a Happy 2014. 


David Pilling, Chairman WPRA�





Chairman’s piece


Where does the time go? It seems such a short time ago that I was writing my last December piece.�We have had a busy year, yet again. Owing to my incapacity over the last two months I have had to hand over the reigns to Brian Westcott and Mark Sams who, with the assistance of others, compiled a suggested response to the Local Plan as proposed by CWAC. The meetings arranged to discuss this were well attended and submissions lodged with Spatial Planning by the deadline on 01/11/13. Thank you to the team and to the residents who came along and contributed to the discussions.�Depending upon the response by CWAC it may well be that further meetings will be necessary to discuss such technicalities as drainage, traffic congestion, education and Great Crested Newts!��(With everything else going on, rest assured that I have not forgotten my promise to fight for a safe crossing for pedestrians trying to cross Wrexham Road at the Ash Grove bus stop. I am assured that the topic is still under consideration. Please, please, if you are crossing 





there make sure you take great care especially on these dark, wet winter nights.��(Three reminders. Firstly, at this busy time of year make sure that you find time to complete and return the Annual Membership Form, which accompanies this Newsletter. If more convenient these forms, together with £2 membership, can be given to any Committee Member or taken to Al Dente, our local deli, and they will kindly pass it on to us.


�(Secondly, a date for your diary: Friday 6 December, when we will be switching on the Westminster Park illuminations. The event is scheduled to begin at 4.30 pm when we shall again be entertained by the children from Belgrave School. The lights will be switched on at 5 pm and later we shall be delighted to welcome Dee Sign Choir, plus other surprises.�


(Thirdly: please collect supermarket school vouchers and/or school tokens on Nestle products, as these are a valuable source of income for Belgrave, our local school. These can be left with Al Dente or phone me on 680880 and I will collect from you.�


(We have been asked by residents to seek your co-operation in ensuring that where you have trees/bushes overhanging footpaths/walkways these are kept trimmed back in order that pedestrians can safely use these paths. Remember to pay attention to the lower branches too as these can hurt small children and people using mobility aids. When I last made this appeal I received a phone call saying I should make the request to the Local Authority. Rest assured we are continually chasing them on this issue and last year in utter frustration members of the Committee





Communications


co-ordinator





WPRA is looking for a volunteer to co-ordinate the various elements of our community’s communications, including Noticeboards, Website (inc. posting newsletter articles as wordpress articles), Email, Newsletter, Facebook, Twitter. 


To find out more about this interesting role, please contact David Pilling, 680880, pillingdavid@hotmail.co.uk








Dates for your diary





5 December: Drop-In at the 


Community Centre, 2-3.30 pm


6 December: Christmas Lights Switch-on 


4.30pm, at the shops.


12 December: Evergreen, 2 pm,


 	Community Centre.


2 April: WPRA AGM, 8 pm, 


Community Centre.


9 April: Gardening Club, 8 pm,


	Community Centre.








I would ask all residents to keep all shrubs, hedges and trees, which encroach onto the pavement, trimmed back. When they grow out onto the footpath it creates problems for pedestrians, mums with wheelchairs and especially blind and visually impaired people.





The AGM is being held on March 19th at the Community Centre starting at 8pm. We had arranged for the Police to be in attendance to give a report on crime in the area and to answer your questions but they have notified us that the person who was coming is not working that day! I will try to get an alternative speaker. We have also obtained a speaker who will explain the new Local Government reorganisation and it’s implications for Chester, he will also answer any points raised. There will also be a demonstration of the Forum’s CCTV camera and an explanation of when and how you can use it. I would ask all residents to attend the AGM and have an input into your local area residents association. Please bring your ideas on how the Forum can improve Westminster Park or any concerns that you may have about the area. If you have any problems or ideas and cannot attend the AGM please telephone me or write a note to me.


Finally, it is very good to see all of the shop units in use. Please use them all so that they can prosper and want to remain in Westminster Park.


See you at the AGM.


GaQWeFriAllan Stobie





 





Westminster Park Gardening Club


Gardening Club Meeting, October 9


Martin Ford, a radio broadcaster and RHS speaker, addressed our October meeting on the topic of how to introduce and maintain autumn and winter colour into our gardens.





He firstly emphasised the importance of getting basic structure right in your garden by the use of trees and shrubs. He then went on to talk about the introduction of colour using foliage, late flowers and berries demonstrated with a wide range of cuttings from his own garden.





For foliage interest, Martin recommended deciduous azaleas, Viburnum burkwoodii, green and variegated hollies including Ilex ferox - the Hedgehog Holly, Choisya ternata ‘Sundance’ and small-leaved varieties of Hebe (these are more hardy).





There are many plants that flower well into autumn and some throughout the winter and Martin suggested Abelia grandiflora, Ceratostigma plumbaginoides, Perovskia, Schizostylis (Kaffir lily), Cyclamen hederafolia, Viburnum bodnantense, Nerines, species crocus and small-flowered violas (these flower throughout the autumn and winter whereas pansies tend not to flower during the coldest winter months).





Berries provide not only a feast for the eye but also for the birds so plant Sorbus, Callicarpa bodinieri var. giraldii ‘Profusion’, Cotoneaster, Clerodendrum trichotomum var. fargesii, Euonymus europaeus ‘Red Cascade’, Gaultheria mucronata ‘Bell’s Seedling’, Pyracantha ‘Saphyr Rouge’, Rosa ‘Geranium’, Viburnum opulus ‘Xanthocarpum’ and varieties of Hedera (ivy) that also provide late nectar for bees.





2014 dates for your diary


Details of the meetings will be published in the Forum Newsletter, on the WPRA website and also on the community notice boards. Put these dates in your diary and watch for further details. 


Wednesday, 9 April, 8 pm, Community Centre. Speaker.


Sunday, 13 July, outing to visit Bluebell Cottage Gardens and Norton Priory.


Wednesday, 8 October, 8 pm, Community Centre. Speaker. 


All residents are very welcome. 





Parkies bring home the Silverware


Our local cricket club, The Parkies, returned home from the Cheshire Alliance awards with 9 trophies, which included runners-up in the 3rd Division and





Aggregate Cup, Winners of Division 5 West. The evening was held at the Britannia Country House Hotel in Didsbury and this year’s guest speaker was former Kiwi Bowler, Jeremy Coney.


There are no plans for an open top bus tour around the car park but we might want a trophy cabinet making soon.  


 Craig Edwards





Subscriptions 


Westminster Park Residents Association


As you can see from the enclosed payment slip, it is that that time of year when we ask for your subscription. The payment covers the calendar year 2014. Please take the opportunity to join by sending the form and the £2 subscription to any committee member or to me. Cheques should be made payable to ‘Westminster Park Residents Association’.





You will note on the payment slip that there is a space for your email address. This is optional; it is so we can advise you directly of items of interest that are happening within our community. You will not be ‘bombarded’ with emails nor will your address be released to any third party.





Friends of Westminster Park (FoWP) 


This year the WPRA committee has agreed to a request from FoWP that in order to reduce costs and admin you will be able to pay the subscription for either organisation or both by means of the same form. 





Westminster Park and its wide range of recreational and sporting facilities is a valuable asset for all residents living in the area. The FoWP represent all organisations and local residents with an interest in Westminster Park and your membership is immensely helpful in pursuing discussions with the Council and helping to raise external funds for improvements. The annual subscription is £2 per household and your support would be much appreciated. 





For those only wishing to be a member of FoWP please send your subscription to the treasurer, Jenny Szcyglowski, 123 Hough Green, Chester CH4 8JR








Data


As this will not be shared between organisations you will need to specifically detail your email address for it to be released to FoWP.


Nick Ryan, Treasurer














Friends of Westminster Park�Westminster Park has enjoyed a good year. The fine summer weather resulted in many more visitors making use of the excellent sporting and recreational facilities in the park and many have commented on how attractive the autumn foliage has been. 





The park has received its third national Green Flag award and its future as an outdoor recreational area has been safeguarded by designation as one of the Queen Elizabeth II Fields in Trust. Thanks to efforts by Cheshire West and Chester Council, the bowling greens, croquet lawns and cricket pitch have been maintained in excellent condition and, following discussions with the Friends of Westminster Park, more of the boundary and internal hedging has been cut than in previous years and a more systematic programme is being drawn up for future years. The remaining sections of burnt and damaged hedging near the Lache Lane entrance are due to be replaced during the winter season. The café block has also benefited from long overdue repairs to the roof and replacement and repainting of external fascia boards.


The poor condition of the public toilets still remains the greatest concern and discussions are continuing as to how these might be improved. 





Another area of disappointment has been the failure to extend the range of food and beverages on offer at the café. Recent discussions with Brio, who operate the golf course and café, have not engendered  confidence that the golf course and café will be improved. Tight constraints on public funding are unlikely to change in the foreseeable future and it is becoming timely to consider whether other forms of management might be more appropriate to achieve the full potential of all these facilities. Progress may well depend on making wider use of private organisations or volunteers. 





If any residents or visitors to Westminster Park have experience in developing or running these kinds of facilities, the Friends of Westminster Park would be pleased to hear any ideas or suggestions.


David Guyton, dfguyton@compuserve.com











EVERGREEN – Our Over 60s Club


As 2013 comes to a close we can look back on a varied programme including an intriguing quiz with vintage artefacts in June, our MP, Stephen Mosley, telling us about life as a new MP in August, the ever popular Idris Evans giving us the A-Z of Collectables, and Peter Murray talking to us about Pets as Therapy in October.  


We also had very successful trips to visit Chatsworth House, a tour of BBC at Media City, Salford, a theatre trip to see Evita at the Lowry and conducted tours of Cheshire Record Office and Chester Cathedral. In November we have a talk on the history of the English Longbow from Bernard Dennis and a trip to Birmingham’s Frankfurt Christmas Market & Craft Fair. December can look forward to Christmas Carols and mince pies and our Christmas Lunch at Chester Golf Club. We also have a theatre trip to see ‘War Horse’ at the Lowry in January 2014.


The 2014 programme is taking shape with our AGM in February and renewed and new memberships can be taken out from then. We put posters advising of our meetings in the Community Notice Boards and on the WPRA website.  


We look forward to seeing you there.


Penny White  





Westminster Park Community Association


‘Drop-in’, 5 December, 2-3.30 pm


WP Community Association is organising ‘drop-in’ sessions to take place in the Community Centre on the first Thursday of each month, starting on 5 December 2013. 


The informal sessions are aimed at giving residents the opportunity to pop into the Community Centre, have a complimentary cup of tea/coffee and to get together for a chat and make new friends. 


We look forward to seeing many of you joining us. For further details contact: Colin Dollimore, 629167, or Sandra Magilton, 677373. 








Advent & Christmas at 


St Mary’s Church


1 December, 4 pm. Advent Service at the Scout Hut, Westminster Park. 8 December, 4 pm Christingle Service with St Lucia Procession. 


21 December, 7.30 pm Chester Bach Singers Concert. 22 December, 6.30 pm Service of Nine Lessons & Carols. 24 December: 4 pm Crib Service. 11.30pm Holy Communion. 


25 December: Christmas Day, 10 am Parish Communion; 11.30am Holy Communion. 











Update from PCSO Fox


Basic security


I would like to take this opportunity to remind everyone that basic security measures can play a big role in preventing residents being affected by crime. 


Please remember to lock the windows and doors of your house and vehicles even when you are in your residence. Also ensure that your vehicle is locked, as it is very easy when using a key fob to lock a vehicle to believe it is locked when it is not. 





It is also important to remain vigilant for your neighbours and report something that looks suspicious to the Police. I am a great believer that if something doesn't look right it often is not right and if it turns out to be genuine when the Police attend no harm will have been done.





Surgeries


Police and Councillor Surgeries take place on the first Saturday of every month in front of the Post Office on Chester Street, Saltney between 


9-10.15 am and in front of Westminster Park Shops between 10.30-11.45. Please feel free to attend and discuss ideas and issues with the local Councillors or me.





New Police initiative


A new way has been developed to enable residents to get email alerts about crime trends in their local area. Please go on the website � HYPERLINK "http://www.cheshirepolicealert.co.uk" \t "_blank" �www.cheshirepolicealert.co.uk� and complete a registration form to register for alerts. It is a great way of keeping up to date with what is happening so you can be more aware of when to be even more alert than normal.


Chris Fox














The information section


Westminster Park RA Committee


Chairman: David Pilling


Tel: 680880


Vice Chairman: Brian Westcott


Tel: 675431


Secretary: Sue Britton


Tel: 677936


Treasurer: Nick Ryan


17 Vincent Drive, Chester CH4 7RQ.


Tel: 675923


Editor: Mary Pole


36 Lache Lane, Chester CH4 7LR


Tel: 674439


Email: newsletter@wp-ra.org.uk


Website Co-ordinator: Dave Craggs


Email: webmaster@wp-ra.org.uk  Tel: 682407


Committee members


Olwen Bellis		678719


Pauline Brown		679823


Leah Dollimore		683100


Sue Eva			676697


Sandra Magilton		677373


Mark Sams		680378


Richard Short		678559


Allan Stobie		683461





Clubs & organisations based in Westminster Park


Please let the Editor know if any of the details are incorrect or if you have a club or organisation that you would like listed.


Belgrave Badminton Club: Keith, 671077


Belgrave Pre-School: Carol Welch, 671243


Bowls: Martin Fraser, 683847


Bridge Club: Nick Ryan, 675923


Cricket: Craig Edwards, 07765 475095 


Croquet: Janet Davies, 350370


Friends of Westminster Park: David Guyton, 675978


Evergreen (Over 60’s Club): Sandra Magilton, 677373


Gardening Club: Mary Pole, 674439


Healthy Walking Group: Mike Lloyd, 680328


Junior Football: Tracy Sheedy, 680544 


Lache and Westminster Local History Group: Linda Shuttleworth, 679791


Mini Soccer (5-10 years): Tracy Sheedy, 


680544


Model Railway Club, Chester:  


Colin Dollimore 629167


National Women’s Register: 


Betty McLoughlin, 677680


Shotokan Karate Club: Dave Craggs, 


07711 009041


St Mary's Church Parish Office 671202


  	Revd Paul Dawson 675199


Tennis-Glan Aber Tennis Club: 


Sue Britton, 677936


Westminster Park Community Assoc: 


	671243





SCOUTING:


Group Scout Leader: Sue Jones, 675538


Beavers (Wednesday): Jane Shorthall, 682136


Cubs (Monday): Michael Glass, 


Cubs (Thursday): Christine Owens, 676691


Scouts (Friday): Terry Coe, 676734


Explorer Scouts (Tuesday): Sharon Johnson,








GUIDING:


Rainbows (Monday): Pat McGettigan, 677134


Brownies (Tuesday): Jan Hooper, 674701


Guides: Contact the District Commissioner:


	Sue Fryer, 679945

















WANTED


Approx. 4 sq. mtrs. mahogany parquet block flooring, as found in 'Shelley' and 'Keats' style houses on Westminster Park (possibly others?)


Please contact Carole Holmes, 


01244 676606.








The Forum Newsletter is published by the Westminster Park Residents’ Association (WPRA) with the understanding that from the information presented therein, there can be no responsibility as to the accuracy or legality of the content on the part of the WPRA. Views expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor or Committee of the WPRA.    





Ken Bennetts


Joiner & Builder





General joinery, Kitchens, Bathrooms, Windows, Doors, Fascias and Gutters





38 Vincent Drive, Westminster Park


Tel: 629213, 07976 801977








aldente


Taste the freshness


(Bread (Cakes (Pies


Ready to eat products are made on the premises


(Sandwiches (Salads (Cooked Meats


(Ready meals





A large range of deli products are stocked including a selection of wines


Bespoke gift hampers


Outside catering both corporate and private


To discuss menus call 01244 675994





Francis Thomas Fruit Merchants


Five Ashes Road, Westminster Park


Tel: 680448


Specialists in locally grown produce





Christmas Trees


available from Monday 2 December





Now stocking Wessex Bread Flours 


and yeast


and in the New Year


Seville Bitter Oranges for marmalade





Free local delivery for all orders over £15





S J Bebbington Butchers of Chester


53 Five Ashes Road, Westminster Park. Tel: 682424


Purveyors of premium quality 


British produce


(	Traditional British meats


(    	Innovative speciality products


(    	Homemade pies


(    	Award winning sausages


(    	Dry cured bacon … & much more


Our free-range turkeys lead our fantastic range of festive produce. Locally reared by the Griffin family for over 50 years, each bird is hand finished & oven ready. Call instore for our full Christmas product list where our friendly staff will be happy to advise you. 






































Save up to 50% off main dealer service & repairs without affecting your manufacturer’s warranty


SAUNDERS FOR SERVICE


All makes car servicing, repair and MOT


Services available from £69.99 inc VAT


MOT £39.99


Free collection and delivery service


Free courtesy vehicles


Free wash and vacuum





Unit 6 Ketlan Court, River Lane, 


Saltney, CH4 8SB


Tel: 01244 680777


www.saundersforservice.co.uk


phil@saundersforservice.co.uk





Dee Sports


Scuba Diving courses


Add a new dimension to your holiday and get an international diving qualification. Courses run regularly.





Water sport equipment


Wet suits, dry suits, life jackets, buoyancy aids, diving equipment, masks, fins, snorkels and much more. 


Check out our prices on 


www.watersportchester.co.uk


Dee Sports, 67 Brook Street,


Chester, CH1 3DZ. Tel: 01244 314204


 





Christian Family Church Cheshire





Celebrating the life of Jesus Christ every Sunday morning at


Westminster Park Community Centre


10 am to 11.30 am





01244 570205


www.cfccheshire.co.uk





Email: cfccheshire@googlemail.com








Pain in the Neck?


Chartered Physiotherapy & Sports Injury





Back/Neck Pain


Sports Injuries and Home Visits





10% off first appointment





Phil Cabral


BSc (Hons) Physiotherapy MCSP


BSc (Hons) Sports Science





Natural Balance, 


Chester Wellness Centre, Chester Business Park


01244 680214








Advertise your local business or service on the Notice Board and/or in the Newsletter. It only costs £5. Delivered to 1200 households in the Westminster Park area. The next edition of the forum will be March 2014 so send your copy to the Editor by early February. 





D Ryan


Painter and decorator


Interior & Exterior





For a free estimate call


Westminster Park 681908


or


07816 947687





Chris Page Plastering


Est. 1988


For all plastering requirements including: 


Float and skim


Plastering/Reskims


Coving/Cornice work


Dry-lining


Rendering





Tel: Westminster Park (01244) 659917 or 07754 884565





RS Aerials


No roof too high, no job too small


Aerial, satellite and entertainment equipment services





(Aerial installation


(Home cinema installation


(Digital TV set-up


(Multi room TV and speaker set-up


(FM radio and DAB aerial installation 


(Problem solving on existing installations





Richard Eyton


01244 531948


07710 038204


� HYPERLINK "http://www.rs-aerials.co.uk" ��www.rs-aerials.co.uk�


vebram@tocnam.freeserve.co.uk





Is walking a pain?


Contact


InStep Podiatry





HPC Reg Podiatrist / Chiropodist


Nails / Corns / Callus / Cracked Heels


Gait Analysis and Orthotics


Sports Injuries


Nail Surgery





1a Moorcroft Mews, High St, Saltney, Chester


Tel: 01244 671226








DJE Electrician


I offer a complete domestic electrical service. Part P registered. No job too small. Why not try me, an experienced professional, for a reliable and friendly service. Call for a no obligation quote and advice:


Dom: 07905 468817


djelly@tiscali.co.uk





D Jones Property Maintenance


■Flat roofs ■Tiling ■Pointing ■Plastering ■Plumbing ■Joinery ■Brickwork ■Painting ■Decorating ■Bathrooms ■Kitchens ■Patios


All work undertaken. No job too big or too small


Call Dave on 01244 679984 or 07707 059717





O  u  r    l  o  c  a  l    s  h  o  p  s
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